Kahsketakihk Council

2026 Nomination Guidelines

Kahsketakihk(kak-skay-ta-kick)
A Michif word that means “those that know.”



What is the Kahsketakihk Council?

The Kahsketakihk Council will be an
advisory body to the Citizens’ Council
comprised of ten (10) Elders and
Knowledge Keepers from across the
province. There will be two (2) members
appointed from each of the five Territories of
the Otipemisiwak Métis Government.

Role

The Kahsketakihk Council will provide
advice and support to the Citizens’ Council.

It is expected that members of Kahsketakihk
will advise on matters relating to Métis
history, traditions, way of life, values,
culture, and knowledge.

To serve on the Kahsketakihk Council, an
individual must (1) be nominated for
consideration by another Citizen from
their community and (2) be appointed by
Citizens’ Council as per Chapter 16.11 of
the Otipemisiwak Métis Government
Constitution.

Commitment

There are expected to be a minimum of four
(4) meetings per year, which may be held
virtually or in-person. Depending on the
matter Citizens’ Council is seeking advice
on, additional preparation and work before
and after meetings may be required.

Additional Kahsketakihk meetings will be
based on the needs of Citizens’ Council.

Members may also be expected to rotate
attendance at monthly Citizens’ Council
meetings.

Travel to Edmonton and other parts of
Alberta for meetings may be required.
Compensation

Kahsketakihk members will receive an
honorarium for each meeting attended.
The honorarium is intended to

compensate members for their attendance
as well as for all reasonable preparation,
review, and follow-up activities directly
related to that meeting.

Reimbursement for travel expenses,
including meals for the member and a
member’s support person where
applicable, will also be provided.

All honoraria paid by the Otipemisiwak
Métis Government to Kahsketakihk
members will be administered in
accordance with all applicable federal
and provincial tax legislation. Where
required by law, the Otipemisiwak Métis
Government will report applicable taxes
and issue the appropriate tax reporting
documentation.

Recipients are responsible for
ensuring compliance with their
individual tax obligations.

Eligibility
An individual is eligible for nomination if
they are:

1. A Citizen of the Otipemisiwak Métis
Government;

2. Arresident of Alberta; and

3. Recognized and supported as a
leader in their community.

An individual must consent to being
nominated.

Nominations must be submitted on behalf
of someone else, and letters of support
cannot be written by the nominee.

Note: Individuals under consideration for
an appointment may be required to
undergo a Criminal Record Check.




Nomination Requirements

Every nomination requires 2-5 letters of support* (500-1200 words each) and one (1) short
biography of the nominee (maximum 500 words). The nominator can write a letter of support
themselves, but it is expected that the nominator coordinates the collection of additional letters
of support for the nominee.

Letters of support should address ALL of the following questions, to the best of the writer’s
ability:

1. How does this person demonstrate a commitment to Métis values and ways of life?
2. How does this person demonstrate participation in their community?
3. Why would this person be a good fit for Kahsketakihk?

Letters of support must also answer at least one of the following questions:

1. Does this person have specific knowledge or experience that would be an asset for
Kahsketakihk?

AND/OR

2. Citizens' Council is looking to appoint a council that reflects the diversity of the Métis
Nation within Alberta, including but not limited to gender, Two-Spirit identity, and rural or
urban backgrounds. How might this person contribute to the diversity of perspectives on
Kahsketakihk?

*All letters of support (1) must be written by people familiar with the nominee’s
contributions (2) should not exceed 5 in total submissions.

Reminder: Incomplete or ineligible nominations may be disqualified. Please reference the
Help and Resources sheet attached to the back of these guidelines or on the website here
for support or guidance throughout this process. For further questions, contact
kahsketakihk.nominations@metis.org.
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Kahsketakihk Nomination Form

Submitting Your Nomination

To submit a nomination, the nominator must compile all necessary and supplemental
materials (all letters of support, biography, and the completed and signed nomination form)
and submit through the following channels.

Email:
kahsketakihk.nominations@metis.org

OR

Mail To:
ATTN [NAME]
#100 Delia Gray Building
11738 Kingsway Avenue NW
Edmonton, AB T5G 0X5

How We Manage Personal Information

Personal information about nominators and nominees is collected for the sole purpose of
selecting members of Kahsketakihk.

By signing the nomination form, each nominator and nominee consents to being contacted for
the purposes of appointments only.
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Kahsketakihk Nomination Form

Nomination Deadline: October 30, 2026

Checklist

Ol

Confirm that the nominee meets the eligibility criteria below and that you have
their consent to nominate them

An individual is eligible for nomination to serve on Kahsketakihk if they are:

1. ACitizen of the Otipemisiwak Métis Government
2. Aresident of Alberta; and
3. Recognized and supported as a leader in their community.

The last page of this nomination form fully completed and signed by both
nominator and nominee.

At least two letters of support (500-1200 words each). One letter of support
may be written by the nominator.

A short biography of the nominee (maximum 500 words). This can include (but
is not limited to) providing their accomplishments, areas of expertise,
contributions to the community, etc.
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Kahsketakihk
Nomination Form

or’s Information
Print Name: Last Middle First
Citizenship Number: District: Territory:
Phone Number(s): Email Address:
Home Mobile
Preferred method of contact: O Phone O Email
What is your relationship to nominee?

Nominee Information (to be filled out by the nomi
Print Name: Last Middle First
Citizenship Number: District: Territory:
Residential Address: Mailing Address (if different):
Phone Number(s): Email Address
Home Mobile

Do you consent to be nominated for this

Language(s) Spoken:

Council? ahes HINE
Are you interested in serving on this Council? O Yes O No
Preferred method of contact: 1 Phone ] Email
O Michif O Cree O English O French O Other:

Declarations

| have read and agree to abide by the guidelines

outlined in the nomination package.

The nominee meets all eligibility criteria outlined in the nomination package.

NOMINEE Signature

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

NOMINATOR Signature

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)



(o)

i.pemisiwak Kahsketakihk
tis Government Nominations 2026

Letter of Support Guide

This is a general guide a nominator can utilize to help structure their writing for the Letter of
Support. Itis an additional tool that can ensure information shared is structured in a way that
clearly showcases the qualities of the nominee.

Please confirm eligibility of the nominee per the list below before proceeding with writing your
first letter. An individual is eligible for nomination if they are:

A Citizen of the Otipemisiwak Métis Government;
Aresident of Alberta; and

Recognized and supported as a leader in their community.
Consenting to being nominated.

Pobd~

Letter of Support Guide

Introduction:

1. Firstadd your name and details then date and address your letter as shown below.

First and Last Name

City, Province and Postal Code

Month Date, Year

#100 Delia Gray Building
11738 Kingsway Avenue NW
Edmonton, AB T5G 0X5

To Citizens’ Council




2. Pleaseintroduce yourself and then the purpose of writing the document.

Incomplete | nominate Jackie.

Ineligible | wanted to vote Jacqueline Schmidt for Council.

Best

My name is Carrie Dumais, and | am a proud Citizen
living in District 16 Fort Chipewyan. | am writing this
letter of support on behalf of Jacqueline Schmidt who |
believe if chosen will be able to bring wisdom and care
to the Kahsketakihk Council.

3. Include how you know the nominee. You can mention here:

a. Whothe nomineeis

How long you have known the nhominee

b
c. Whatyour relationship with the nominee is
d

How you got to know the nominee (for example; community, events, through word of

mouth etc.)

e. Howyou describe the nominee’s position in the community?

Second Paragraph:

1. Address ALL the following questions, to the best of your ability:

a.

How does this person demonstrate a commitment to Métis values and ways of
life? You could include but are not limited to the nominee’s abilities, knowledge,
capacity and consistency. Be as specific as possible i.e. Does this person serve
as a protector of Métis culture? Are they sought for guidance and advice? When
they speak, do others listen to what they say? Do they encourage youth to
reconnect with their heritage and distinct Métis identity? Do they pass on
knowledge, skills, language, cultural practices, or historical knowledge?
How does this person demonstrate participation in their community? This is an
opportunity to highlight the nominees and the real impact their contributions
have had to their communities or even yourself.
a. Example: they pass on knowledge, skills, language, cultural practices, or
historical knowledge.
Why would this person be a good fit for Kahsketakihk?
a. Example: They would be a good fit because they’re respected and sought
for advice within the community.
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Third Paragraph:

1. Answer at least one of the following questions:

a. Does this person have specific knowledge or experience that would be an asset for
Kahsketakihk? Here you could mention something unique or special specific to the
nominee.

b. Citizens' Council is looking to appoint a council that reflects the diversity of the
Métis Nation within Alberta, including but not limited to gender, Two-Spirit identity,
and rural or urban backgrounds. How might this person contribute to the diversity of
perspectives on Kahsketakihk? You might talk about the nominee’s regional and
community experience, cultural knowledge, lived experience, and the unique
perspectives or teachings they would bring to Kahsketakihk.

Final Paragraph:

1. Strongly restate your position as nominator (and your nominee’s name).
2. Include here if you would like to be contacted for a follow up with questions or concerns.

Incomplete She would be great.

Ineligible Jacqueline Schmidt would be an excellent official.

Jacqueline Schmidt not only has a wealth of knowledge but also has
a kindness of heart and clarity of mind that | and everyone in our
community would want to see supporting our Citizens’ Council.
Their [summarize their commitments to Metis values and ways of

Best
life and their participation in community] would be...

For any questions or concerns you can contact be [email/phone
number of both.

3. Make sure to proofread your letter and if you need help with any of these steps contact
Kahsketakihk.nominations@metis.org as incomplete or ineligible nomination materials will

not be considered.
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Sample Biography
A short biography of the nhominee (maximum 500 words). This can include (but is not

limited to) providing their accomplishments, areas of expertise, contributions to the
community, etc.

Tips:

e Create anintroduction that introduces the person and explains why they are
notable.

e Explain why the person is important or interesting, rather than simply listing facts.

e Include specific examples or stories that help show the person’s personality and
impact.

e Endwith a conclusion that summarizes the person’s impact, legacy, or
significance, as well as why they would be a good fit for Kahsketakihk.

Example:

Mathilda Bannatyne is a proud Métis woman from Fort Chipewyan. She
grew up strongly rooted in community, and had the privilege of learning
culture from her Kokums and Moshums. She is a fluent Michif speaker,
and looks for any opportunity to teach those around her a word or two.

Mathilda took an early interest in beading and has been passing on the art
through her weekly beading circle. She takes special joy in connecting
with Youth and helping them feel confident in their Métis identities. She
loves answering their questions, both about beading and culture more
broadly.

She is heavily involved in community, and attends and participates in as
many community events as she can. With a lifetime of experience behind
her in governance and Métis history, Mathilda leads by example and helps
others reconnect and grow their love of being Métis.

Note: Mathilda Bannatyne is a fictional person. Any similarities to any real person are purely coincidental.



Help and Resource Center

For all other inquiries or questions not addressed here please contact
kahsketakihk.nominations@metis.org

About the Kahsketakihk (Elders and Knowledge Keepers) Council

1. What does Kahsketakihk mean?

o Kahsketakihk (kak-skay-ta-kick) is the name Citizens’ Council chose for its Council of

Elders and Knowledge Keepers. It is a Michif word that means “those that know.”
2. What is the Kahsketakihk Council?

e Governed by the Kahsketakihk Regulation, the Kahsketakihk Council will be an advisory
body to the Citizens’ Council comprised of ten (10) Elders and Knowledge Keepers from
across the province. Elders and Knowledge Keepers play essential roles in preserving
culture, guiding communities, and passing knowledge from one generation to the next.
The Kahsketakihk Council is intended to create a formal process for the Citizens’
Council to seek advice from Elders and Knowledge Keepers for support and advice on
certain governance matters.

3. What is the purpose of the Kahsketakihk Council?

e The purpose is to provide advice and support to the Citizens’ Council on matters
relating to Métis history, traditions, way of life, values, culture, and knowledge. Citizens’
Council will decide what matters will be brought to Kahsketakihk for additional context,
advice, and consideration from Elders and Knowledge Keepers.

4, What is the time commitment for a member of the Kahsketakihk Council?

e There are to be a minimum of four (4) meetings per year, held virtually or in-person. If in
person, they would typically occur over the course of a day not inclusive of any
preparatory work.

e Additional meetings might be requested based on the needs of the Citizens’ Council.

e Members may also be expected to rotate attendance at the twelve (12) monthly
Citizens’ Council meetings.

5. How is a member of Kahsketakihk paid?

e Kahsketakihk members will receive an honorarium for each meeting attended.
e Reimbursement for travel expenses and meals for the member (and a member’s
support person, where applicable) will be provided.

Nomination Process

6.

How does a person apply to serve on the Kahsketakihk Council?
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e To apply to serve on the Kahsketakihk Council, an individual must be nominated by
another Citizen from their community who submits a completed nomination package
on their behalf (either by email or regular mail). This is intended to help Citizens’
Council identify why and how individuals are valued in their communities to determine
who may be a good fit.

e From these applications, Citizens’ Council will select individuals for appointment to
this Council, as per Chapter 16.11 of the Otipemisiwak Métis Government
Constitution.

7. How is Citizens’ Council choosing who gets selected to be on the council?

e Elders and Knowledge Keepers will be selected based on their expertise, traits, and
experience. Citizens’ Council are looking for Elders and Knowledge Keepers who serve
important roles in their community. In addition, they are looking to appoint a Council
that reflects the diversity of the Métis Nation within Alberta, including but not limited to
gender, Two-Spirit identity, and rural or urban backgrounds. This will be done through a
call for nominations.

e Once Citizens’ Council has a shortlist of candidates from the callout, two (2) members
from each of the five territories of the Métis Nation within Alberta will be chosen by
Citizens’ Council. (for a total of ten members)

8. When is an individual eligible for nomination?

An individual is eligible for nomination if they meet all of the following criteria:

e Aregistered Citizen of the Otipemisiwak Metis Government

e Aresident of Alberta; and,

e Arecognized and supported leader in their community*

e Consentto being nominated.

Note:

Being a “leader” may look different for each person. It is less about the title, and more about how

they affect the people around them. Leadership in this context is demonstrated through action,

humility, and cultural integrity.
9. What are the requirements for a nomination?

e First, confirm that an individual is eligible for nomination (refer to the question above).
e Submit a combined package with:
o 2-5 letters of support (500-1200 words each). One letter of support may be written
by the nominator.
o 1 short biography of the nominee (max. 500 words)
o The last page of the nomination form fully completed and signed by both the
nominator and the nominee.

Nomination Package

10.

How do | write a letter of support?




Please refer to this guide.

Note: A good letter of support will explain why the person writing the letter thinks the nominee
would be a good fit for this Council, including their specific knowledge and experience,
participation and role in community, and unique perspectives they may be able to provide if chosen
to serve on Kahsketakihk. It could also highlight the writer’s relationship to the nominee, and how
the nominee has impacted them and the community around them.

11.

How do | write a biography?

Please refer to the following sample.

Note: A good biography tells the story of a person’s life in an engaging, accurate, and organized way.
It helps readers understand not only what the person has accomplished, but also who they are,
what qualities they have, and what is important to them.

12.

Why do | need to submit letters of support and a biography?

Submitting letters of support and biographies of the nominees will allow Citizens’ Council
to make an informed decision on the appointments as they get a holistic understanding of
who the nominees are and the places they occupy in their communities.

13.

Where can | find my citizenship number?

A citizenship number is found on the bottom left of the Citizenship card, as seen below:

4 Metis Natisn of Alberta )

Name: Mathilda Lynne
Last Name: Bannatyne
Birth Date: October 22,1950

Gender: Female

L

President Metis Nation of Alberta

Métis ID #: 000000

I

14.

Can | find another person’s citizenship number online if ’'m nominating them?

No, due to privacy restrictions, that information is not available online. The best way to
approach this is to reach out and ask the person you are nominating..

15.

How do | find my district/territory?

e You can use this interactive map tool
https://www.metiselectionsab.com/district_mapping tool to determine your District.

e To find your territory, you may look at the map at
https://albertametis.com/governance/districts/#territories and determine where you
live.

16.

How is my personal information handled?
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e The Otipemisiwak Métis Government is committed to responsible collection and
handling of personal information. Any information submitted on the nomination
application form will be used in accordance with all applicable Federal and Provincial
legislation and will be used only for the purpose of selecting members of Kahsketakihk.

e By signing the nomination form, each nominator and nominee consents to being
contacted for the purposes of appointments. This information will not be disclosed to
any third parties outside of the Otipemisiwak Métis Government and will only be
retained as long as is needed.

17.

Where do | submit the final package?

e Submit the final package:
o Byemail to kahsketakihk.nominations@metis.org
o By mailto:
ATTN [NAME]
#100 Delia Gray Building
11738 Kingsway Avenue NW
Edmonton, AB T5G 0X5.

Other

18.

Why do shortlisted candidates need a criminal record check?

A criminal record may show a history of crimes that would interfere with the person’s
ability to be in a position of high trust.
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