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LIVESTOCK
EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
PLANNER

A practical step-by-step guide
to emergency preparedness
for livestock operations.
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Livestock Emergency Preparedness Planner! We have created this step-by-step document to
complement your farm’s emergency preparation strategy. It includes information on common hazards, ways to
prepare for them, and a list of websites that track emergency alerts and provide weather forecasts.

Through stewarding your livestock and land throughout the seasons, you’ve gained insight into what you need to
do to keep your farm safe. We hope this guide serves as a solid addition to your toolkit.

Want to learn more about emergency readiness? We’re here to help!
Visit albertametis.com/emergency-preparedness or email the Emergency Management team at
wildfires@metis.org.

Disclaimer: The information presented in this document is for informational purposes only and should not be
relied upon as professional advice. This document may contain links or references to third-party websites, tools,
or resources. These links are provided for informational purposes only and do not constitute an endorsement

or approval by the Otipemisiwak Métis Government of any of the products, services, or opinions expressed on
those external sites.

The Otipemisiwak Métis Government bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality, or content of any external
site or subsequent links. Users are encouraged to review the privacy policies and terms of service of any third-
party sites they visit.
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OUR EMERGENCY CONTACTS

ROLE NAME PHONE

Farm Manager

Livestock Caretaker

Equipment Operator

Primary Veterinarian

Utility Company

Neighbour

OUR LOCATION

Legal Address

Premise ID Number (PID)

Rural Address

Nearest Community

Nearest Agricultural
Grounds for Evacuation
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Step 1:

IDENTIFY
POTENTIAL
RISKS
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IDENTIFY POTENTIAL RISKS

Check the box beside the hazards that could affect your farm and develop a response plan for each one.

NATURAL DISASTERS

Floods and prolonged rainfall

Drought and extreme heat

Snowstorms and blizzards

Wildfires

Tornadoes and high winds

Harmful wildlife

I I ]

Thunderstorms and lightning

TIPS:
oo Make sure to set up emergency supplies ahead of time
(see Step 3: Set Up Emergency Supplies).
oo Ensure you always have access to backup water, feed, shelter,
and power sources. I
oo Always be ready to initiate pre-evacuation procedures.

NOTES:
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IDENTIFY POTENTIAL RISKS

DISEASE AND BIOSECURITY

Bovine tuberculosis TIPS:
oo Be aware of the diseases that may affect your livestock,
including their symptoms, modes of transmission, and

Chronic wasting disease

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy treatment options.
Anthrax oo Update your livestock’s vaccination and health records
regularly.

Foot and mouth disease

Equine infectious anemia

I I
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Avian influenza




Livestock Emergency Preparedness Planner

IDENTIFY POTENTIAL RISKS

MAN-MADE HAZARDS

Power outages

Chemical spill or
environmental contamination

Motor vehicle accidents or
livestock transportation vehicles

Equipment or fuel accidents

Hin e

Nearby industrial accidents

TIPS:
oo Store chemicals and equipment safely.

oo During water contamination advisories, switch to stored water
immediately and block access to contaminated water sources
until the advisory is cleared.

©° Ensure your livestock trailers are equipped with proper
hookups and that payload capacity is sufficient for the
livestock you’re transporting. Regularly inspect the trailers for
structural and mechanical issues.

oo Ensure your animals are comfortable with being transported
on short notice.

07

NOTES:
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Step 2:

INSPECT &
PREPARE THE LAND
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INSPECT & PREPARE THE LAND | SPRING (MAR - MAY)

As the seasons change, regularly check the land and your facilities so you can spot potential hazards and
adjust your safety measures as needed.

This is a sample inspection schedule that revolves around the seasons. Make sure that your plan aligns with your
needs and increase your inspections ahead of high-risk weather or events.

FLOOD PREPARATION

D Identify areas with higher ground so that you know where to move livestock during a flood.

D Clear drainage, inspect culverts, and move equipment or feed to higher ground.

s D Understand the risk of flooding in your area by reviewing municipal, county, or provincial records
and by talking to Knowledge Keepers

Schedule vet visits for herd health maintenance and ensure the herd’s vaccinations are up to date.

Update movement and entry protocols after winter.
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INSPECT & PREPARE THE LAND | SUMMER (JUN - AUG)

FIRE SAFETY

D Maintain firebreaks and clear dry brush to reduce wildfire risk.

D Be ready to provide clean, sheltered areas with fresh water and feed that aren’t contaminated by smoke.

| D Use FireSmart strategies (firesmartcanada.ca) to help reduce the impact a wildfire could have on
your property.

DROUGHT PLANNING

[ ]

||| Assess feed availability.

[ ]

HEAT STRESS MITIGATION

D Provide shade, extra water, and proper ventilation for livestock.

Identify alternative water sources.

Plan how you’ll manage the herd during a drought.
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INSPECT & PREPARE THE LAND | FALL (SEP - NOV)

D Secure loose items (including trailers and propane tanks).

D Repair items such as roofs, fences, and barns to make sure they’re secure during heavy winds or under
heavy snow.

D During heavy winds, fill water troughs to keep them from being blown around and to provide a
water source for the animals.

EQUIPMENT SERVICING

D Check your generators, snow removal equipment, and backup water systems.

LEA

WINTER FEED PLANNING

Stockpile feed and assess storage.
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INSPECT & PREPARE THE LAND | WINTER (DEC - FEB)

Ensure your primary and backup heating systems are working properly to prevent your water lines
and barns from freezing.

NOWFALL PLANNING

Clear important paths regularly so that you and your livestock maintain access to feed, water, and
animal housing.

Stay alert for slippery areas and remove ice as needed.

OWER OUTAGE PREPARATION i

Ensure you have access to water and feedlng systems that don’t require power.
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Step 3:

SET UP
EMERGENCY
SUPPLIES
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SET UP EMERGENCY SUPPLIES

Having the right items and equipment on hand can be critical during an emergency. A sample emergency supply
list is included below. Make sure to store these items in a location that can be easily accessed without power.

ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES

D Feed At least three days’ worth of non-perishable, tightly stored feed that you can
access and prepare without power.

D Water At least three days’ worth of water for each animal and person (4 litres per

individual, per day). Storage options include water containers or backup
water systems.

D Medications and Any daily medications, prescription vet supplies, and up-to-date vaccines/
records records in a waterproof container.

D First aid kits Separate, well-stocked kits for both humans and animals.

NOTES:
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SET UP EMERGENCY SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT & ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES

Handling equipment Clearly labeled halters, leads, ropes, temporary gates or panels, and
livestock markers or paint.

Lighting Headlamps, flashlights, extra batteries, and power banks for your phone in
case of a power outage.

Communication A battery-powered or hand-crank radio so that you can receive alerts.

Personal protective Working fire extinguishers (ABC-rated), thick gloves, high-visibility vests, and

equipment (PPE) hard hats.

Power Backup gas-powered generators with a sufficient fuel supply that’s stored

safely. Test the generators regularly.

Sanitation supplies Washing buckets, gloves, and cleansing solution.

L) O COEd) O L

General supplies Knife, shovel, wheelbarrow, buckets, duct tape, tarps, towels, blankets, and
pliers or bolt cutters for releasing livestock.
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Step 4:

MONITOR WEATHER
FORECASTS &
EMERGENCY ALERTS
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MONITOR WEATHER FORECASTS & EMERGENCY ALERTS

Timely weather updates and emergency alerts can keep minor issues from becoming major disasters.
To stay ahead of potential danger, ask one person on the farm to check alerts daily, especially during high-
risk seasons. The following resources can help you stay up to date with local forecasts and emergency alerts:

Alberta Emergency Alert (alberta.ca/alberta-emergency-alert.aspx): The Government of Alberta’s Alberta
Emergency Alert webpage lists alerts and warnings that have been issued to communities, towns, and cities
across the province.

Government of Canada Alerts (weather.gc.ca/mainmenu/alert menu_e.html): The Government of Canada’s
Alerts webpage is your one-stop-shop for getting information on emergencies, warnings, and severe weather
events like lightning and hurricanes.

Canadian Weather (weather.gc.ca/canada e.html): The Government of Canada’s Canadian Weather
webpage provides daily, country-wide weather forecasts that include temperature, humidity, wind speed, and
more. Click on the Find Your Location bar to access your community’s forecast.

Air Quality Health Index (airquality.alberta.ca/map/): The Government of Alberta’s Air Quality Health Index
webpage provides information on the current air quality as well as the air quality forecast.

Map of lifted and active drinking water advisories (sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1620925418298/1620925434679):
This Government of Canada webpage shows both active and lifted long-term drinking water advisories.



https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-emergency-alert.aspx
https://weather.gc.ca/mainmenu/alert_menu_e.html
weather.gc.ca/canada_e.html
https://airquality.alberta.ca/map/
sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1620925418298/1620925434679
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Step 5:

REVIEW
YOUR
RECORDS
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REVIEW YOUR RECORDS

Good recordkeeping plays an important role in livestock emergency preparedness.
By maintaining and updating your records regularly, you’ll be able to:

Speed up evacuation and relocation.

Identify animals if they escape or get separated.

oo

oo

oo Support disease control, tracing, and biosecurity.

oo Prove ownership during emergencies, compensation claims, or disputes.
oo

Flag animals needing medication, special handling, or priority care.

Your records should include the following documents (see next page):
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REVIEW YOUR RECORDS

RECORDS TO KEEP ON FILE

Livestock inventory (species, numbers, tags, brands, and tattoos)

Vaccination and medical history (including all vet notes)

Breeding and calving or lambing records (dates and due dates)

Feed inventory and storage locations

Property maps (showing routes, resources, and hazards)

Locations of hazardous items (fuel tanks, chemicals, and equipment)

Emergency contacts

Locations of alternate resources (water, power, and shelter)

Supply inventory (feed, medicine, and first aid kits)

Livestock movement and purchase records

Insurance policies and numbers

L O O E T T

Evacuation site information (address, contact, and agreements)
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Step 6:

KEEP YOUR
PROPERTY MAP
UP TO DATE
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MAINTAIN YOUR PROPERTY MAP

Having a clear map of your property can make a big difference during a crisis. It can help you and anyone
assisting during an emergency (such as new employees or first responders) understand where animals,
buildings, hazards, water, and power sources are located.

Make sure your property map includes the following information:

PROPERTY MAP ESSENTIALS Notes:

Livestock shelters

All buildings on the property

All known hazards (fuel tanks, chemicals, and equipment)

Emergency equipment locations

Water sources (primary and backup)

Power sources (primary and backup)

Where to shut off gas, water, and electricity

N |

Property entrance and exit
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Add a clear and up-to-date map of your property to this page.




24 Environment and Climate Change Department

RESOURCES

We have compiled helpful resources below to support your continued emergency readiness work. To learn more
about emergency preparedness, visit albertametis.com/emergency-preparedness or email the Emergency
Management team at wildfires@metis.org.

Government of Alberta | Farm Animals and Livestock Preparedness:
alberta.ca/farm-animals-and-livestock-preparedness

Government of Canada | Emergency Preparedness & Hazards: canada.ca/en/services/policing/emergencies/
preparedness/get-prepared.html

Government of Alberta | Flood Preparedness: alberta.ca/flood-preparedness

Government of Canada | Emergency Management Framework for Agriculture in Canada:
agriculture.canada.ca/en/sector/emergency-management/framework

All Hazards | Resources to Help Rural Communities Prepare for Disasters and Other Hazards:
prep4agthreats.org/

Centers for Food Security and Public Health | Prepare for Animal Disease Threats: cfsph.iastate.edu/

National Farm Animal Care Council | Reports: nfacc.ca/reports

Government of Canada | Inspection Canada: inspection.canada.ca/en/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/
diseases/reportable



alberta.ca/farm-animals-and-livestock-preparedness
alberta.ca/farm-animals-and-livestock-preparedness
alberta.ca/farm-animals-and-livestock-preparedness
alberta.ca/flood-preparedness

agriculture.canada.ca/en/sector/emergency-management/framework
prep4agthreats.org/
cfsph.iastate.edu/
nfacc.ca/reports
inspection.canada.ca/en/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable
inspection.canada.ca/en/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable
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Notes:
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CONTACT US

For more information, call 780-455-2200
or email wildfires@metis.org

11738 Kingsway Avenue, Edmonton
P: 780-455-2200 » TF: 1-877-454-0684
albertametis.com
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