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Judicial Tribunal

DECISION OF THE OTIPEMISIWAK METIS GOVERNMENT JUDICIAL TRIBUNAL
RE: APPLICATION FROM THE REGISTRAR, 2026-03

Background

1. The Otipemisiwak Métis Government Judicial Tribunal (“Tribunal”) derives its authority pursuant
to the Otipemisiwak Métis Government Constitution and the Otipemisiwak Métis Government
Judicial Branch Act.

2. This decision is in response to an application received from the Registrar of the Otipemisiwak
Métis Government. The application was filed on April 17, 2026, and was subsequently reviewed
by the Tribunal.

3. The application was made by the Registrar pursuant to the authority of the Tribunal under s.13
of the Judicial Branch Act “to decide and prescribe the resolution of disputes regarding ... (a)
citizenship in the Métis Nation within Alberta”.

4. The requirements for Citizenship are set out in the Otipemisiwak Métis Government Citizenship
Act [“Citizenship Act”] and are in accordance with the definition of “Métis” as set out in the
Meétis Nation within Alberta Constitution [“Constitution”], and s.8 of the Citizenship Act states
that individuals are ineligible for citizenship if they are Indian Act Registrants. Under the
Citizenship Act, the Registrar is authorized to review any Citizens’ file to ensure compliance and
must remove a Citizen’s name from the Registry if, after providing notice and an opportunity to
make representations, the Registrar is not satisfied the criteria are met.

5. However, at this time, the Otipemisiwak Métis Government has not yet reached a self-
government treaty implemented by Canada through federal legislation, and as such, the Métis
Nation of Alberta Association’s Bylaws [“MNAA Bylaws”] remain part of the legal framework
that the Otipemisiwak Métis Government operates within.

6. The MNAA Bylaws set out that citizenship can only be terminated in two ways: 1) upon the
Citizen providing written notice “that requests their withdrawal as a Citizen”; or 2) upon “a
determination of the Judicial Branch that the Citizen does not meet the requirements to be a
Citizen as set out in the Constitution, applicable law, or these Bylaws.”

7. Therefore, unless a Citizen provides written notice requesting to be removed, Citizens can only
be removed from the Registry upon a determination of the Judicial Branch —in other words, by
order of the Judicial Tribunal.

8. The Registrar made this application to the Judicial Tribunal for an order from the Tribunal in
accordance with the MNAA Bylaws, that the current Citizens listed in Appendix “A” of the
application do not meet the requirements for citizenship and must be removed from the
Register of Citizens.
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Decision
1. The Judicial Tribunal is being asked for a determination by the Judicial Branch that the Citizens
listed in Appendix “A” of the application do not meet the requirements to be a Citizen as set out
in the Constitution, applicable law, or the MNAA Bylaws.

2. The Tribunal acknowledges that the evidence submitted supports the conclusion that the
Registrar has followed the process prescribed by the Citizenship Act and the MNAA Bylaws.

3. Therefore the Tribunal makes an order as follows.

Order

1. The Citizens listed on Appendix “A” of the application (No. 2026-03), are found to not meet the
requirements for Citizenship and the Registrar may proceed with removing said Citizens from
the Register of Citizens.

Dated this 28th day of April, 2026.

Lionel Chartrand, Chairperson

On behalf of the unanimous panel
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