
WHAT IS THE ASKÎY YOUTH GUARDIAN PROGRAM?

The Askîy Youth Guardian Program awards four Métis youth (ages 18–29) a spot in the Askîy Fish Health Targeted 
Monitoring Program, which runs from February 16–21, 2026. 

Métis harvesters will teach successful applicants scientific Traditional Knowledge about ice fishing and fish health 
assessments. Additionally, participants will learn Western scientific methods for monitoring fish health from Otipemisiwak 
Métis Government Environment and Climate Change (ECC) staff. They will then apply these skills to support the 2026 
Askîy Fish Health Targeted Monitoring team as they assess fish health across Alberta.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

The program is open to all Otipemisiwak Métis Government Citizens aged 18 to 29 who can attend the full monitoring 
week (February 16–21, 2026).

HOW DO I APPLY?

Applicants must complete the following steps to be considered for the program:

•	 Create an original, unpublished expression of interest in any format (e.g., video, artwork, writing) that answers 
the following question: Tell us about yourself and what it would mean to be part of the ice fishing team.

•	 Confirm their availability for the full monitoring week (February 16–21, 2026).

•	 Complete the 2026 Askîy Youth Guardian Application Google Form, upload the expression of interest, and 
submit the form at albertametis.com/Askiy-Youth-Form

Each applicant may only apply once, and group submissions are not accepted. All entries must comply with the contest 
rules and applicable laws and must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. MDT on December 15, 2025. Late entries will not 
be accepted.

HOW ARE APPLICANTS SELECTED?

To be marked as valid, a 2026 Askîy Youth Guardian Application Google Form entry must be created and submitted 
by an Otipemisiwak Métis Government Citizen between the ages of 18 and 29, answer the question, and confirm the 
applicant’s availability.  

From these valid entries, four youth will be randomly selected to join the program. Selected applicants will be contacted 
by phone or email. If a chosen applicant declines, their spot may be offered to another eligible participant.

WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION?

For full contest details, including rules and evaluation criteria, please download the contest guide at albertametis.com/
askiy-youth-application. You may also contact Jac Curry at jcurry@metis.org for more information.
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