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NATIVE BEE CONSERVATION PROGRAM MONITORING




iNaturalist HOW-TO GUIDE

Thank you for participating in the
Otipemisiwak Métis Government’s
Native Bee Conservation Program!

This guide will help teach you about
and how to use the iNaturalist
platform.

What is iNaturalist?

iNaturalist is a community science
platform where users can upload
photos of flora and fauna (i.e., the
native bees using your bee nesting
box and wildflowers) and receive
help identifying species while
engaging with other naturalists.

Why participate?

There is incredible value in contributing
your photos to iNaturalist.

Benefits include...

¢ | earning which native bees you are
seeing

¢ Improving your bee identification skills

e Contributing to databases of species
observations used for environmental
research

¢ Helping track and monitor species
across Canada
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iNaturalist HOW-TO GUIDE

STEP 1: ACCESS iNaturalist

The iNaturalist app can be downloaded from either the Google Play Store or the Apple
App Store. The desktop platform can be accessed at: www.iNaturalist.org.
Scan the QR codes below.

Google Play Store Apple App Store
Note: If you would like assistance with identification, a good companion

app (not required) is the ‘Seek’ app by iNaturalist. The app allows
for real-time species identification through your camera if you are

connected to the internet.

STEP 2: CREATE YOUR ACCOUNT
Note: If you already have an iNaturalist account, skip this step.

To participate in this activity, you will need to create your own iNaturalist account.
Android users: Launch app and click “Sign up now” in the bottom right
Apple users: Launch app, swipe right to “Sign Up/Log In” and select “Sign Up” tab

Desktop users: Launch website, select “Sign Up” in the top right corner

To sign up you will need:
e An email
e A username
¢ To consent to Terms of Use
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https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.inaturalist.android&hl=en_CA&gl=US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028
http://www.iNaturalist.org/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.inaturalist.android&hl=en_CA&gl=US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.inaturalist.android&hl=en_CA&gl=US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
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STEP 3: JOIN THE MONITORING PROJECT

To join the Monitoring Project, you will need to search for the project
named “MNA Native Bee Conservation Program Monitoring”.
Scan the QR code to visit our iNaturalist project page.

Android users: Tap top left hamburger 1148 ® © © ®4089%
button, select “Projects”, use top right |_>
search tool to enter project name,
select the project, select “Join”.

O  Explore
L> B FProjects
@ Guides
Apple users: Bottom right click
“Projects”, use top right search tool to ® A @ 2 S dJ
enter project name, select the project, e
select “Join”. Projects Q L—I

Joined Featured Nearby

Metis Crossing Area Native Plants
| > MNA Native Bee Conservation
Program Monitoring

A MNA Pilot Conservation Site - NE
| 13-52-17-W4, Lamont County
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iNaturalist HOW-TO GUIDE

Desktop users: Under the
“Community” tab, select “Projects”,
type project name into lefthand
search bar, select the project, select
“Join.”

Explore  Your Observations Communityv  Identify More v

People I

Projects
Journal Posts

About Join [ 1b10)

This project is for participants of the Métis Nation
of Alberta (MNA)'s Native Bee Conservation
Program. Métis Citizens who have installed their
bee nesting box, and/or planted the wildflowers
provided in their Native Bee Conservation Kit, are
encouraged to monitor bee activity over the

N ¥ . d = - season. Upload photos of bees using your bee
o -4 . ’ & ; Read More »

‘ ¥ MNA Native Bee Consprvat:on Program Momtorlng e il

ONLY

Vel S
Desktop example

How do | know if | correctly joined the project?

In the Projects tab, you should see under “joined” the project title “MNA Native Bee
Conservation Program Monitoring”. If you do not see this project, please reach out to
Tiffani Harrison at THarrison@metis.org for assistance.

STEP 4: “TRUST” THE PROJECT

Note: This step is not required, you can choose to have your observation locations
hidden from everyone.

When you upload observations the location data is open to the public on default. If you
want to have your location data hidden from your photos, you can change them to be
“private” or “obscured”. However, if you want your observations to remain hidden to the
public yet observable to project members (such as MNA Staff), you will need to “Trust”
the Project.
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mailto:THarrison@metis.org
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Using the desktop website www.iNaturalist.org. On your home page, click the Projects
tab, select the “MNA Native Bee Conservation Program Monitoring” project.

& mna_tharrison

A Home 2 Frofile M Observations # Edit Observations
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< Add Observations

All Updates Your Content Following Real Time Discussions

In the “About” section in the title banner, ‘click’ on “Your Membership”.

About Members &1

This project is for participants of the Métis Nation
of Alberta (MNA)'s Native Bee Conservation
Program. Métis Citizens who have installed their
bee nesting box, and/or planted the wildflowers
provided in their Native Bee Conservation Kit, are
encouraged to monitor bee activity over the
season, Upload photos of bro- --ing oo
Read More > £ Your Membership

‘ | MNA Native Bee Cumervatmn Prugram Mumtormg \ B Project Journal
R v

..’- “‘

Under “Trust this project with hidden Vou: Moraberehip
coordinates?”, tick “Yes, for any of
my Observationsﬂ, then save. Lhkeceive project journal notifications?
s
NOte.' YOU can Se/eCt “no” for Trust this project with hidden coordinates?
“Receive Project Journal L.. : TR
Notlfications n I'f you WISh. ("} Yes, but only for my observations of threatened taxa, not when I've set the geoprivacy

Please Be Careful!
Coordinate access is important for scientists, but can also be abused by poachers. Make sure

you trust all the project curators before trusting this project

© About Trusting Projects

Leave Cancel E FJ
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http://www.iNaturalist.org/
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STEP 5: UNDERSTANDING UPLOADING SETTINGS

1. Date, Time, & Location

Date and time refer to when you observed
the native bee not when you are uploading
your observation. Location refers to where
you observed the native bee.

2. Geoprivacy

Geoprivacy refers to who can see the

—————

location of your observation. Public means E

_____

everyone can see the location. Obscured
will offset the location. Private will hide the
location from others. Note: Having some
sort of location info can help with bee
identification.

2023-06-09, 4:14 PM -04:00

Macleod Tr SE, Calgary, AB, CA

Lat: 50.91, Long: -114.065, Acc: 4076 m

3. Captive/Cultivated

Geoprivacy Open

of|e) < Lk

,
©

Captive/cultivated means the organism is
there because a person put it there. E.g.,
a person planting a non-native plant, or
installing a honey-bee hive.

Captive / Cultivated No

[

Projects

SHARE
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iNaturalist HOW-TO GUIDE

Upload Tips for Species Identification

Sometimes iNaturalist may be unable to
suggest a species for your observation (due
to photos or poor internet connection), in this
case, be general with your guess if you are
not confident.

< Details

If you do not know the species but do know
the genus or family you can use that as a
placeholder.

Q, Look up a species by name

e Example: You know something is a bumble

. . . WE'RE PRETTY SURE THIS IS IN THE GENUS BOMBUS.
bee but not sure which species, simply

1
put “Bumble bee” (Genus Bombus). @ g‘;‘:}‘l‘;’gﬁfjﬁs ®
e Example: You know something is in the 4
Mining bee fam"y, but unsure Of the Suggestions based on observations and identifications
. . T provided by the iNaturalist community, including John S.
genus or SpeCIeS, Slmp|y put M|n|ng Ascher, Joel Neylon, Kyle Price, and many others.

bees” (Family Adrenidae)

HERE ARE OUR TOP SUGGESTIONS:

*At the minimum, please put the most
general level, “Hymenoptera”, which

refers to the Order containing bees, BEY Golden Northern Bumble Bee
wasps, sawflies, and ants. This is required T s
for your observation to be added to the

. Suggestions based on observations and identifications
pr0|ect. provided by the iNaturalist community, including John S.

Ascher, Joel Neylon, Kyle Price, and many others.

Note: Use the resources provided in your Kit HEARENSUCCE IR R
to help with identification! —

Scan the QR code for more identification
resources.
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https://albertametis.com/programs-services/environment-climate/environment-team/native-bee-conservation-program/
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STEP 6: MAKING AN OBSERVATION

Apple Edition

1.

Click the “Observe” (camera icon) on the
bottom. Take photos or select photos
from your library. Add photos with
different angles.

In the “What did you see?” section, input
the name of what you observed. You

will also see iNaturalist’s suggestions

(if any) for help. Note: Do your best! For
example, if you only know it is a species
of bumble bee, put “Bumble bees”.

You can add notes if they will be useful
for identification.

The date and location of your observation
may be automatically added. Confirm
they are correct and edit, if needed.

Set the geoprivacy to your desired setting,
it can be public, obscured or private.

For “Captive/Cultivated” select yes or no.

*Your observation should be uploaded
to the project automatically if the criteria
is met (in AB, and listed as at least
Hymenoptera).

Click “Share”
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i What did you see?
Lo ,' View suggestions

Q, Look up a species by name

WE'RE PRETTY SURE THIS IS IN THE GENUS BOMBUS.

L Bumble Bees
Genus Bombus @
A

& Bumble Bees o
4 Genus Bombus
Foraging on red clover

7 2023-06-09, 4:14 PM -04:00

©)  Macleod Tr SE, Calgary, AB, CA

3: <114.065, Acc: 4076 m
Geoprivacy Open

Captive [ Cultivated Mo

[
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Android Edition

wild oat 08/30/23
@ Mundare, AB TOB 3H0, Canada L 2

’ orange hawkweed ue
9@ Mundare, AB TOB 3HO0, Canada

1. Click the green plus sign button in the
bottom right. Take photos or select -
photos from your library. Add multiple
photos with different angles.

—0

2. In the “What did you see?” section, input o What did von seer
the name of what you observed. You @" s \."ie'.anugges):iDns '
will also see iNaturalist’s suggestions
(if any) for help. Note: Do your best! For
example, if you only know it is a species
of bumble bee, put “Bumble bees”.

3. You can add notes if they will be useful Q. species Search
for identification.

We're pretty sure it's in this genus:

4. The date and location of your @ R )
observation may be automatically .
added. Confirm they are correct and

edit, if needed. :i

is met (in AB, and listed as at least

Add to project(s)
Hymenoptera).

7. Click the green checkmark button at the
bottom.

5. Set the geoprivacy to your desired & Bumble Bees »
setting, it can be public/open, obscured sombus
or private. @-> B Notes
. . . © i1, :
6. For “Captive/Cultivated” tick for yes or @-> e, 208 0215 PMMDT
leave blank as no. Vi riasise ks
, @'> & Location Visibility: Open
*Your observation should be uploaded
to the project automatically if the criteria @-> i® Itis captive or cultivated m
[
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iNaturalist HOW-TO GUIDE

Desktop Edition

1.

Select the green “Upload” button in the
top right, then upload photos (multiple
photos/angles) from your computer. For
multiple photos for the same individual,
tick the “select all” box, and then click
“combine” to form a single observation.

On the lefthand-side input the species
name. When you click into that
section you will also see iNaturalist’s
suggestions pop up (if any). Note: Do
your best! For example, if you know it
is a species of bumble bee, just put
“Bumble bees”.

You can add notes if they will be useful
for identification.

The date and location of your
observation may be automatically
added. Confirm they are correct and
edit, if needed.

Set the location drop down to your
desired setting, it can be public,

obscured or private.

For “Captive/Cultivated” tick for yes or
leave blank as no/unknown.

Under “Projects”, type “MNA Native Bee
Conservation Program Monitoring”.

Click the green “submit” button in the
top right.
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Editing 1 observation:

# Details »

Q | [|Species name

- We're pretty sure this is in the genus:

-
| Bumble Bees
(] | 4 Genus Bombus @

Editing 1 observation:

# Details »

@ Bumble Bees

&= 2023/07/20 2:48 PM
Q | Lamont County, AB, Canad:

Found resting on Canada thistle.

Location is public ~

[ Captive / Cultivated

W Tags -
#8 Projects -
# Details -
W Tags -
=| Projects »

l MNA Native Bee Conservation Pn ]

Submit 1 observation
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iNaturalist HOW-TO GUIDE

Photography Tips

Take as many photos as you feel appropriate Jason Tillapaugh
for each observation (then select your best
to upload).

What kind of photos should | upload?

e Many angles such as front (showing
face)/back/side views

e A top-down view of the wings can be
used to help identify many bees

e Clear and not blurry

¢ Cropped to see the bee better

Other tips:

e If your device has a macro mode, use
that for close-ups (often indicated with a

flower icon)
e Sometimes recording a video then taking
screenshots later can be useful Jason Tillapaugh
e Try to photograph in natural sunlight,
minimizing shadows

Scan the QR code for iNaturalist tutorial videos!
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https://help.inaturalist.org/en/support/solutions/folders/151000547795
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Viewing Observations

Your own:
n Cryptic Bumble Bee Alberta, Canada E
For Apple and Android users, 5 o i

. . OBSERVATIONS SPECIES IDENTIFIERS * OBSERVERS
your uploaded observations will
show on your app home screen.
On desktop, you can view them
using the “Your Observations”
tab. You will be notified when
users identify your photos.

Cryptic Bumble Bee

Other users’ observations:

You can view observations of
any species uploaded by other
users through the “Explore”
feature. Although this can

be done on the apps, we : = \Eil. :
recommend using the desktop " Crpi Bumbe CoyptcBurie Bee
platform as it provides more ' : : '
flexibility such as search and
location filters to narrow down
results.

Access the desktop platform at www.iNaturalist.org and select the “Explore” tab in
the top left. Enter the species name and enter a location (can be Canada, a province,
or a city.)

Select any wanted filters (e.g., date observed). Click the orange “Go” button.

View observations in grid or list form, or on the map.

\\ \\

N

nJ" \ \\ “)
: ‘.- )

. - Y o ;\‘ . ;\‘


http://www.iNaturalist.org/
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Notes
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Notes
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CONTACT US!

For more information,
call us at 780-455-2200
or email environment@metis.org

OTIPEMISIWAK METIS GOVERNMENT

Delia Gray Building
11738 Kingsway Avenue, Edmonton
P: 780-455-2200 - TF: 1-800-252-7553

AlbertaMetis.com

flolx]inJalJ

O,tipemisiwak

Métis Government
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